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One of the prayers | remember most from my late teenage years was written by a
French Roman Catholic priest, Michel Quoist. We have found it an inspiring medi-
tation to read before a vestry meeting. | quote it in a slightly modified, updated
form:

THE BRICK (Michel Quetstered)

The bricklayer laid a brick on the bed of cement.

Then, with a precise stroke of his trowel, spread another layer

And, without a byyyourdeave, laid on another brick.

The foundations grew visibly,

The building rose, tall and strong, to shelter us.

| thought, Lord, of that poor brick

buried in the darkness

at the base of the big building.

No one sees it, but it accomplishes its task,

and the other bricks need it.

Lord, what difference does it make whether | am on the roof top

or in the foundations of your building,

as long as | stand faithfully at the right place?

First, a piece of good news: Confirmation will take place on the first Sunday of
(Continued on pag8)
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Canonds Corner

Return with us now to those YR (G KIF G KSQff NRAS | FGSNI
thrilling days of yesteryear!No | monish Peter for his unwillingness to accept it. In fact,
one, | think, of my generation although his disciples follow him everywhere and pre-
can hear those words without at sumably listen to everything he tries to teach them, it is
least a small shiver of excite-Of S NJ GKIF{d (GKS& aAiavYLie&e R2yQ
ment, in anticipation of hearing three who are his closest disciples are there with him on
next ¢ the sound of hoof beats| the side of that mountain. Suddenly they see Jesus,
and the strains of the William clothed in a dazzling white, now standing and speaking
Tell Overture. In fact, it has beenwith Moses and Elijah, perhaps the two greatest of the
said that the mark of a true intellectual is if one can headld Testament Jewish figurea moment known to us as
that music and not be ashamed to admit that the firsthe Transfiguration.
GKAYy3 KS (KAyla 2F Aa GKS [hb9 w!bDowd {2X GKSNB L
aged 9 or so, stretched out on our living room carpefDne of the sad things about life is that perfection can
surrounded by homework, a pile of Lincoln Logs, an Erewver lastq the most beautiful sunset, the most fragrant
tor set, a big bunch of comic books, and, most importantpse. Whatever that moment may be, inevitably it must
against the wall opposite, a huge console radio. An eaipass. But it is certainly a human thing to long for it to re-
multi-tasker, | guess. No television, thouglthat came a| main, and so it is here. The three disciples react to the
year or so later- just a tiny red bulb that shows that the sight of Jesus, Elijah and Moses with the suggestion that
radio is on. And there 1 lie, imagination fully engaged, fakhey ought to build three tents there on the mountain so
lowing the amazing adventures of the Lone Ranger atitat these three religious figures might be able to dwell
his faithful Indian companion, Tonto, as they rid the oldght there. Presumably people can then make a pilgrim-
West of all the bad guys. age there to visit them, sort of like the cartoon figures we
see of the guru sitting crodegged on top of a mountain
You may recall that the Lone Ranger wore a mask jagd- A G Ay 3 F2NJ dza G2 Of AYOd dzLJ
fired only silver bullets that seemed always to knock gurkénd of freeze frame. They want to capture that moment
out of the hands of the bad guys, while never, ever, killingf perfection and preserve it forever. The three great
anyone, since silver bullets were made only to save livames will be able to live in the tents and be there through
never to take them. And at the end of each show, hiS G SNy AGeéd . dzi AdGQa 2dzaid | y?2
work accomplished, our hero would jump on his gread LISOA £ RA&OALX Sa y20G NBIF € f ¢
white stallion, not coincidentally, | suspect, named Silveheard Jesus when he told them about how he had to suf-
and you would always hear one of the townspeople hE SNJ YR RAS® ¢KS ai2NB OFyQ
KFIR KSfLISR OFfft 2dziy a2l kghrigt!! { ¢I1 !¢ a! {Y95 al! bK¢
2dzad 060SF2NB GKS FAyLFf a4l LY _hX {L[xz9wX 121 HEé
And so God himself has to interveges with Moses, out
¢tKSNBEQa | OSNIIFAYy NBaz2yl |yoaSloud: $hiverds Sefy reiniiscént ofitieavérds lsppden (-
d02NE 2F [/ KNRAGQA YAYAAOGNRI AWSDdzE At §S LI KA Y(H HKE &6 eK Salt|
first half of his Gospel. No horses: so the pace was justa&2 GSRX ®¢ . dzi GKFdQa yz2d €1l
bit slower, but there is still the same almost breathlesknows how little they have understood what Jesus has
jdzl £t AGe | o2dzi WS&dza Q { NI 8edri sayind, §6Rf only $le ¢ai geBthrodoh 16 Ahand, Nih |
travels from town to town along the dusty roads of Galiwords clearly meant just as much for us as for them:
lee with his disciples, and constant crowds following [ Aai Sy (G2 KAY®é LT GKS& 41
them, healing the sick, reconciling the outcasts and cast-Sy i 2F WS&adzaQ GAYS KSNB 2y
ing out demons. determined to make him into our own image of the per-
fect Christ? Can we let him be for us the Christ he wants
Eventually, though, comes a scene in which Jesus|aondbe rather than making him into our notion of the
three of his closest friends and disciples, Peter, James| abdrist? He wants to show us how to we should interact
John, climb a mountain away from everyone else. He hadth our world and with the strangers we encounter
just told them about the death he will have to endurg, (Continued on pagé)
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